Traditional Carpets

India’s legacy in carpet weaving is both ancient

and artistic, with its roots deeply entwined in the
cultural and historical fabric of the country.

Traditional carpets crafted across different

regions of India reflect an exceptional level of
craftsmanship, storytelling, and cultural identity. <
These handmade pieces are not merely functional Z
items but are considered timeless art forms that
capture the essence of Indian heritage.

The tradition of carpet weaving in India began

during the Mughal era in the 16th century, when

Emperor Akbar invited Persian weavers to set up workshops in his
empire. These skilled artisans taught Indian craftsmen the fine art of
hand-knotting carpets, and over time, local weavers blended Persian
techniques with Indian motifs and styles. This fusion resulted in a
unique weaving tradition that still thrives today, centuries later.

India’s diverse geography and culture have given rise to a wide range
of regional carpet styles. In Kashmir, for instance, silk carpets are
known for their luxurious texture, delicate floral patterns, and Persian-
inspired designs. These carpets are often made using mulberry silk
and feature intricate knotting that requires months—even years—of
labor. The rich colors and elaborate detailing make Kashmiri carpets
some of the most prized in the world.

In the western state of Rajasthan, the city of Jaipur is famous for its
woolen carpets. These typically showcase bold geometric patterns,
Mughal motifs, and earthy tones. Jaipuri carpets are known for their
durability and rich visual appeal, often gracing palaces, temples, and
heritage homes.

Another major hub is Bhadohi, located in Uttar Pradesh, which is
often referred to as the "Carpet City of India." Bhadohi is one of the
largest exporters of hand-knotted woolen carpets, known for
combining traditional patterns with modern design aesthetics.

These carpets are highly durable, and the region continues to support
thousands of artisans and family-run weaving units.Panipat, a city

in Haryana, is recognized for its flat-woven dhurries and hand-tufted
carpets. These rugs are lighter, simpler in design, and made using




cotton or wool. They are highly
practical and favored in both
domestic and international markets
for their affordability and minimalist j
appeal.The production of a ;
traditional carpet is a complex,
labor-intensive process. It starts

with selecting natural materials

such as wool, silk, or cotton,

followed by spinning the yarn,

dyeing it with natural or vegetable- &
based dyes, and then meticulously #&
weaving the design on a loom.
Techniques like hand-knotting and
hand-tufting are commonly used,

and each type contributes to the
texture, finish, and longevity of the
final product.

Designs found in Indian carpets often carry deep symbolism.
Motifs such as the lotus represent purity, while paisley shapes
(locally known as "boteh") symbolize life and fertility. Many carpets
feature central medallions, vine scrolls, and border patterns that
reflect harmony and the cosmic order.

Today, Indian carpets are celebrated across the world, not just for
their aesthetic appeal but also for their connection to centuries-old
traditions. With increasing global interest in handmade, sustainable
products, the traditional carpet industry continues to evolve—blending
heritage with modern innovation while supporting the livelihoods of
thousands of artisans.




